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USWNT head coach Hayes brings unique

personality

By MEG LINEHAN

Emma Hayes won her
fifth consecutive Women's
Super League title with
Chelsea on Saturday. On
Wednesday, she arrived in
Newark off her flight from
Heathrow, and by Thursday
morning she was awaiting a
whirlwind media tour intro-
ducing her to an American
audience that she, in some
form, already knew.

But before the car picked
her up from her hotel to be-
gin that tour, she took a walk
in the morning through
Central Park, early as it was,

New York City is a place
where anonymity and fame
can happen ~|mul|:|m1)ll!|y,
where the incoming head
coach of the U.S. women's
national team can take
a long, meandering walk
through an often-bustling
park and have that moment
to herself before the pres-
sure fully sets in

In a few months, after
she takes charge of the U.S,
women'’s national team at
the Paris Olympics, Huye
might not have the leisure
of taking a w
without being recog

At her first stop on Thurs-
0 Rock to appear on
Hayes delivered the
perfect line for those watch-
ing at home, unfamiliar with
her journey as a conch — a
winding two decades that
ended with her in the high
est profile coaching role in
women's soccer.

“I'm lucky to be born in
England, but made in Amer-
ica,

For Emma Hayes, who
spent many years in her ear-
ly career as a coach in New
York, the paths of Central
Park — and the city itself —
already felt like home.

Hours after her first na-

tional TV hit, and after an
early summer thunder-
storm blew through Man-
hattan, Hayes settled in at
the head ¢ able in a con-
ference room at the NWSL
offices near Bryant Park. Be-
hind her, a massive window
showed the streets below,
the sidewalks filled, sunlight
filtering in between the sky-
scrapers.
“Walking around New
York, you can just imag-
ine me getting off at New-
ark yesterday and lhmkmg
‘I remember those days,”
Hayes told the small round-
table of reporters assembled
for her first day on the job.
Hayes lived in New York for
seven years, and she rerem-
bered them well both for all
of the challenges they pre-
sented a young coach, but
also for the fulfiliment they
provided, and the lifetime
friendships.

She had first come to New
York from England having
coached a bit in some youth
programs in Liverpool and
London, with her playing
career ended years before
thanks to a skiing accident
as a teenager.

“(1 was) fighting to stay
in the country on differ-
ent visas,” she recalled

Coach Emma Hayes directs
coach of the U.S. Women's National

“Wondering where I'm going

to get enough to pay the rent
in the next upcoming block.
What am I going to do next?”

She coached teams in
Syosset and Port Washing:
ton (both in suburban Long
Island) and said she spent
many a time underneath
the Throgs Neck” - refer-
ring to the Throgs Neck
bridge that links the bor-
oughs of Queens and the
Bronx, which overlooks a
soccer field at Little Bay
Park.

For a while, Hayes said,
she had an apartment in
Washington Heights, near
the northern tip of Man-
hattan. She used to look out
at the George Washington
Bridge, take her walks then
in Fort Tryon Park. It's easy
to imagine a 20-something
Hayes wandering through
that bucolic park’s numer-
ous features: the heather
garden, blooming with col-
ors overlooking the Hud-
son River; the Cloisters, the
Met's medieval art collec-
tion housed in a castle; may-
be through the Billings Ar-
cade down below, a stone
arch essentially created as
a Gilded Age driveway.

Hayes, in many ways, has
contributed to the mythol
ogizing of those early days.

“I've got so many fond
memories of turning up in
Long Island with a backpack
and a thousand dollars and
working for clubs across the
whole of Long Island and
Westchester and New York
City,” she said in her intro
ductory Q&A with U.S. Soc
cer. published in November.

“I've experienced everything
from intramural soccer, rec
reational Sunday soccer, to
the collegiate game, to USL,
to the pro game, to state
ODP, regionals.”

On Thursda

she brought

up many of those same orga-

nizations again, mentioning

friends like Lisa Cole, a long-

time coach with experience

at the college and profes-

sional levels in the US.
“My journey has been
bottom-up, so I have such
an appreciation, not just of
the landscape, but my jour
Hayes said last week
“I've worked hard to get to
this point. You can dream
for something — we all have
dreams — but it's not often

your dreams become reality.”

It wasn't a long leap from
her own story to that of the
American dream, but Hayes
tied both to her future with
the USWNT.

“1 always grew up with
that notion of this whole
American dream concept
that you can come to the
vork in a certain
and as a woman com

way
ing from England, trust me,
1 never felt more supported

.” she said. “To work
my way up through the sys
tem, to now be the head
coach for the USWNT, as far
as I'm concerned, 1 will give
it absolutely everything I've
£ot to make sure I uphold
the traditions of this team.”
Hayes's nostalgia-heavy
mp to New York City only
lasted about 48 hours be

r
for her first camp with the

USWNT, but it provided a
reminder of what's changed
the time since.

“As a parent, I know whe
the toy shops are now
Hayes said, noting with a
smile she had pessed a few
already on Thursday. The
presence of her son, Harry,
had played a role in her de
parture from Chelsea, as the
long hours and grind of the
club season proved incom-
patible with solo paienthood

“Everybody’s under pres.
sure, everybody’s got to get
headlines. Everybody
to grab content,” §
at the time earlier this year,
after deactivating her social
media accounts following a
loss to Liverpool that had
put Chelsea’s title run into
question. “For football man-
agers, we're in an impossible
position. Because every day
we're in a place where, no
matter what we say, it will
be turned into something
that gets you guys (the me-
dia) paid and at the same
time puts us in a position

wh e we're just pieces of

mea
R\ Thursday, her ac
counts had been restored
and she was posting a few
behind-the-scenes looks of
her arrival in the States, a
photo with Chris Pratt while
at the “Today Show" and a
video the NWSL cooked up
about watching games on
their streaming platform.
In an hour-long meet
ing with reporters that
could have felt transaction
al, Hayes never shied away
from being personal. She
embraced it, just as she said

Pique under investigation over
Spanish FA corruption allegations

By LOREM IPSUM commission. The Spanish FA (RFEF)

o earns €40m a year from the deal
which is due to run until 2025,

Former Barcelona and Spain defend- On March 20, Spanish police carried

er Gerard Pique has been placed under  out a ids as part of an an

investigation by the court examining

llegations of corruption at the Span-

al
ish FA during Luis Rubiales’ time as
sident

The court has decided to take this
action over “possible illegalities with

criminal implications” regarding com-

missions received by Pique’s company
Kosmos in the deal to move the Super-
de Espana to Saudi Arabia.

“?'hm d‘:’l-“slgrvcd in September
2019, when Pigue, now 37, was still a
Barca player.

It said his company Kosmos
would be paid €4million a year as

ti-corruption investigation codenamed
‘Operacion Brodie’ — after Englishman
John Alexander Brodie, an B
who pioneered the use of foot
in the late 19th century and worked for
awhile in Bilbao in the north of Sp:

Guardia Civil off;
Spain’s two nationa
raided RFEF headquarters at

roes

cations across the country. Sev
rests were made — five in Madrid z
two in the southern city of Grana
where a property owned by Rubiales
was also searched.

Operacion Brodie was set in mo
tion following a legal complaint in May
2022 by Miguel Angel Galan (who in
October spoke in depth with The Ath
letic) over the RFEF deal with Pig
company Kosmos.

Rubiales was pl.
gation by the
in the commun
Heh rongh

allegations, as has his
Spanish FA president

Rocha, who took ove

decided tc

suspended by FIFA over
ur at the Women's World
Cup final the month before) was also
placed under investigation in

she embraced the pressure
of the role, despite going on
record a few times about
how she'd actually much
prefer “a quiet life” out of
the spotlight. She mentioned
that she didn't mind the long
list of media appearances

and interviews on Thursday,

just as long as they didn’t
happen every three days.
The spotlight will shine
much brighter with the
USWNT, but Hayes seems
ready for it. She danced
around the question of what
color medal the USWNT
will bring back from Paris on
the “Today Show,” instead
providing an answer that
foc ased on the process. She
did the same later in the day
when asked about how she

wanted to approach exter-

nal messaging on the goals

back to the country that ‘made’ her
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of the team.

“I want to focus on the

s and the perfor-
she said. “For me,
it's absolutely essential "

For a team that’s been at
the sharp end of many bad-
faith af following its ear-
Iy World Cup exit, “essential”
feels too light a word. A focus
on the process could mean
that results won't be tied to
self-worth and that every-
one can still claim their hu-
manness at the end of the d.

In one of the last ques-
tions she received, Hayes

vad wlm she'd bring to l}n

answered., fast as a New York
minute, with a smile.

“Oh, you're never gonna
get anybody with a person-
ality like me!”
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